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I wonder how meny of uz think about rfrecm.sonry after
we have left = Lodge lleeting?. Or even when we are in &
aceting and have no work to do.
of the its very pleasant just to sit in Lodge and lut tnewords <;/

well itoved ritusl flow over us &nd induce & Je linz oi content,
and a comfortable sense o. belonziing ;o0 something t.c.t has beQ\
around for a lony time.

I wonder though .ow you woula answer/li I asked
lon; you thought that ‘reemasonry uad actuaily been n@ ence:

I kuow that you all realise that your on
in existence ior 37 years and you take comiort what Wour o
sure

Lodze of Royds dates frow 1867 - nearly 120 yea
that you have a sortv of feeling tnat our Jrui‘ ver&&x older

has

than that. ‘

And 1f you were askea - "well Qac,- 1c®:" you mizht
say “Well 1t deveiloped from the Ope¢ate“ .aSO dges didinv it«"
- wbefore Grand Lodge was ifoimed i n

migny reunemoer that there was a

en Jt: 99" And tiuen you
@Lou.ges - in 1813, =0

Fran z&age ot that vime. Yes/of

ho ~new woula tzll you

Then 1 am sur 801
thet the Antient Gra:ﬁg:; uaE:foa ded ia 1751,vu. tuat tone lodern

there m.st uave been more uia
course-the Antients and ti

Grand wouge was Io fore thaiv at the ~Goose & uridiiou"

a name every one ubers. ou mi:ht weil ask tic obvious quesvion
"Why were thyseh(ied tie icnus if tuey came uaftcr the lioderns.™
n!t.e% somszone wio knew,would teil you abuu. the

pesfL dlou ch u owed all ithe secrets of t.e Crafv to oe
prlnte gbh@ or sale on the streets of Paris,and how human
natur ing whdii was then,and still is{haw very quicikly the idea

a tﬂsp eading to the publication for sale of the complete
<:s 15/\{\’5 uoﬁer of unscrupulous Lréthren,notably one John Prichard

!

o publi
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ebounded and many were successful in joining legitimate Lodges.

his book "iasonry Dissected"™ in 1730.

Naturaily once armed with the signs and words imposters

So very great was the influx of tuese illicit cowans and intruders
that the Urand Lodge wiiich had been formed in 1717 decided that the
only way to stop it would be to change the ritual,and thic they did
by transposing the signs tokens & words of the first and second &
degrees,as well as the position of the two geeat pillars et the
porchway or entrance. Tiiis had the desired
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This had the desired effect,but it also upset a zreat number
of influential Masons who 1id not like teir traditional ceremonies

being changed,and they broke away fro.i irand Lodge and formed their
own Granl J..odgej\pledged to work only the Ancient rituals . Of course

they became known as the "Antients" and the premier Grand Lodge formed
34 years earlier were henceforward the "loderms".

The rlost Baceent b emour atrd SZCMLT ‘f ,}:",u-c ré_‘cup{'m' flaverts
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So now we xnow t at there were two ‘rand Lod "esmtin-f '
back to 1717, 150 years beiore Royds Louge was couse ,rated. An

if there was & "irand Rodge" in 1(1( ther¢ must have been s
to rorm iiv - so uow far back do t.ey zo?.
Wiell as ilar as our .'vree & Accepted or op u@A Jsi,

are concerned onlgcégptgﬁ back as 1646,waen one S.10 %1

dnt,..quarlaﬁl ,wes XRi oy into anoperative uia.,ons L&ige in ngton.
Hrs is the emty officially .ecosded son

to be accepted,but obviously .here were hus Qs nor&gﬁ berore

and after him. His acceptance is partic int esting because

it re:ords thaet a copy of the intient éj_,es—o* we have hemrd
earlier ithis eveulng- was specialiy wiaptlen t& produced,in aadition
to vhe psible,at nis initiation. @was Ma.Ly to prove ivhe
vegularity of the meeting beio &re wgfs arrant to serve that
purpose. as w-ll as tvhis ,t n peQ the cereuony consisted
of guestions and answers t(? o8,
_ ) We must ;e;uogi that Antient Charses were adopted
by Ghe spevilavive Na 8 t-l&SiS of th:ir cercmonies,and ihat
they were borrowe he ive .asons Lodges.

I vh vhat ¢ @n.iest recora of .hese Charges is
containea in ;'Ianuscrlp nd in the iibrary of Juaries 2nd. ana

cons:.dered dateg;’no
IN.J.L...L; é D

/R
u
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9 The0ld Chargzes

The Cooke lI/S 1390 - 1410

It opens with thanks to God for all the zood things He has
vouchsafed to maniind.

It then switc.es suddenly to say how Geometry first began,

it being understood t.uat Masonry & building have their root Q
in tihis science. b
The usual medieval definitions of the seven liberal ar

given,but the .I/5 maintains that Geometry is fundam h

the measure of the earth,and hence the basis of a
llasonry.

It then names the descendents of Adam and st ha&Qﬂ.t
ir

dyo

the first city and that Jabal son of Lamech his £ mason.
Jabal's brother was Tubal,lence Tubal Cal e fir worker in
metals.

Lhese two brotiaers had a foreknowiz that C—quld take
vengeence for sin,either by fir floo so0 they built
two pillars,one oi marble, whz."}@ d no vl (78 ancl one ol burnt

orick which would not sink @ these two pillars they
ey

inscrioned all the knowled taner (Gox ika finnm A T
S50 we come to lioan and tée od a nis tnree sons Shem Ham & aem

Japheth. Q
Me pi

Aiter the flood on wzs found by Pythagoras and
'.Losopi" e, - and they passed on the knowlege

one by iHermes the

written thereo Kﬁ

Ham 1is staN ?Q father oif Nimrod, who became the ruler

or Babylo the\Tower of Babylon. He "cherished ©

Dullde @LEI the craft of llasonry, 'gsending some or
’ & pitel, liineveh. He gave Charges to tnem_,l__

; elation to those discussedlater.

f‘x person in the story is Abraham,who weas a"wn.se

p.-

x

n and a Meat clerx "
He taug nt m,omer.ry to the LEgyptians,among whom was Zuclid.,

Buclid in revurn taught the Ezytians how to build walls to control
the Nile floo ls. e also tau;ut the sons of great Lords the
science of Geomnetry and he also gave them "Cherzes". In this

way the children of Israel learned tas craft of llasonry. In

due time Ling Javid learnt tie craft and he too gave the masons
"Charges",whicin were confirmed by Solomen to his builders.

from Jerusalem tae worty science of geometry spread to France

and thence to Enjland, gatuiering even more "jhargzes" on she way.




‘ £95 - q3q
At <1 .r date ' 895 - 939 ..9) Athlestan was {in: of

unvlandfand did mucn building. ilis younger son loved well the
sclience of *eometry and he becaiwe a mason himself. He in his

turn gave "Juar;es" to masons ' and optziled a patent Irom the

King thet they should asize aséemuly“wﬂen they saw reasonable

time to come togetier|and be ruled by llasters und Mellows. . <;/
Pinally it is staced that anasseubly shall be held every year, \
or every taird yearftne time and place being known peiorehsa

and every mwson shell attend. Those who wished to be mad 6
«aster lasons are to be exe mined as to their ability <E>'
their employers by attendingfa numdber ol Articles a 22>h
The Lanuscript gives foftcen Articles and fifteen

"' farﬂf ea

P‘HN!‘S N

'ES-K/
s.wh'
dDear a remargueble resemblence to our present da i ~>ea;
.Mo)
u

no doubt in my mind that our Charzes hed thel qe
1t has only recently been discovered taat /S we.s,, ten

by an Augusggn monk - or canon -at Llant Jrlory r Hereford
round about .02 e xnow that there oun mason.: work-
ing on the Priory at tnzut timegand 0ld Cnarges

o the L G and to promote
z@,, them would know
oWl an even older ./S

He would not be

would be needed vo wd it appren
taem to Fellows. The monk, movinpf
this and would hnave iacllltlsEZ;
- po8sibly iroa another m

intereste n the legen stor nicn e would oudt, leavin
et 0 4o E; Fs h 5 g
only the Articles an S to copied - some hundred Lines
we are toid out o tota.LQ out two thousand. ‘Lhere are
no specific allusl > sout ne does say that masons

e i1t be

would beneflt e t1‘~2sgm ci 1nstructla;ana it ends with the
r Charity.

couplet ;..

“es een Arti:les and Points - Charges & are of course
< or opura ve .asons out tley bear a striking; res mblance to ours.

laving now reacied the operative Lolges we can continue right

back into anistory as far as it will zo. [ast t . tiree Temples

ot Jerusalen eac . separated by five hundred years ,past the Pyramids
to the Year of Lizht = Anno Lucis
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ATIO LUCIS
®ix Jhere di1d the idea come from,and hen was
tne verm rirst used

%

the creation of the world was generally

referred t@ it as Aano lundi. A
There i1s some evidence tnat the Roman I%Q\

who rirs” used the verms"iefore Carist = “gl‘mm Jomini"was

quite as accurate as he mi:ht have beenhn nis calculatio 6

pelieved to have been 4000 years before tuae lativity,end the Romani

James Usaer,Bishop of ... .. working
fro. tae dates in tae Uld Pesvament zives tihe date o nat; b
as .- 4004 - . Uli:years after the crection or th
He 1s supported by the Venerable Bede amon: ot wiao al
the date of Christs birth as four years = ( a ne usually
accepted,which has giveun rise to the coupl \
dow strange it is for us - to s %
Lhat Christ was born in 43C.
However Qg cons wey appear to have relied
upon the Bible printed in Oxmru J‘.LVQS the deate of
the Nativity as Anno lundi 400 ne pr ﬁmt the llessiah
would come 4000 years after ea ign tine uorl.d 0T as we call
it inno Lucis - the Year g/
. i ‘erence to that term masonic-
aily was in 1777 on 1f1c. issued by the premier Jrand Lodge

lated Anno Lucis
Prior to that a gre J.Zaso“ﬁ aistorian - Anderson - in his Book

of Jonstitutio&gated 172 cses tae Englisn phrase " year of llasonry"

soni
: 19308 was inscribed wit.. tae nanes of two

mas ald &ni Jaster,Lord Montecute and the date “Anno Masonry
5
V The first reference to tne letters A.L. 1is

< the list of Lodzes in 1725,but it fairly certain tuat it did not
stand for Anno Lucis. Z3arly .Lasonic Jjewels bore the words Anno lat
———

scunents were deted Anno llasonry,or Anno
covered wihen the present 3ank ol England

2732,whica almost certeinly stands for Anno Latomorumhich is a word

derived from the ireecx meaning ¥ of stonecutters”.

The letters A.L. were in rezular use,but
they refer to Anno LITUQOLORUY in linutes in Salisbury ani to Anno
LATOMIAZ in Bristol. Later the usraend Lodge of the Antients

.-

PIDARTQORUM - the year of the stonecutters.
In the latter half of the 18th Century
until the Unionin 13813 the letters AL alone weie MUST CU-ukuisky

used AU




A¥no Lucis y
cont'd used,and in fact they eppear like tiat in every Grand

Lodge Craft Certificate but tney appear in full on every Certifi-
cate issued by Supreme Grand Chapter.

Perhaps tine ultimate authority is the Articles
of Union whicin say simply " in the year of our Lord "1813 and of

lVasonry 5313 - no AL or AD \
However .Anno Lucis whe_rever it comes froa - the Continent,o Q
ol tue iligher de ;rees',nas now been adopted not only by o Q
grand Lodge but oy Fr'éemasonry throughout tiae world. 69
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Masons Charges,out—iv-isn't

tousLy were operavive

...

INSZRT 3 \NNO  LUSIS Q

I mentioned the Pyramids i: passing. %
It has been established tiat these grea 1dings

were erected more than three thousand years ago. ver

builders were they must have had a very thorougih kiNwledze

eometry as well as stone cuttinz and buigﬁi‘i @T.,e has
been estimated to contain moire than Tour ¢ . tone.
It had to be cut from tie roci,carved t@lte,trimﬁncd to the

-xact shape,raised one 5lock u >n anoth€r,gnd al h® piuces had to

it periectly inwo place. g%

This must have required t.remt-:nﬂum@ nise ules and discipiine
@; the 14 Cherges,

al £ the early sione

znd I have no doubt that i1 fory

which s NURHF§Ggos years later 2

ae b

lasons - -und later of dges.

s e as t 1.Century we learn that there
is evidence of a " rc‘é an "corporation of llasons in Lombardy,
and there are re simil ulldS in other parts of Italy.

B xatd a moNop 1y for the erection of all religious
bulldlngs and la.d about Zurope in communitiez or

their Mas is little doubt t at they came to England.
petus was given to the formetion of Trade Guilds
duri “d ard 1&1 reign when an act was passed that ™ all people

Lodges,su % the:;.r own laws/which were administered by

of terlgﬁ, choose each 2is own mystery,and havinz chosen
forgh know no other"® Lt also mentions the Charges
i%h wer 1e3endry history of the crafts and contained rules

of conduct to"elevate moral charatterm. I have said before that

these Charges fora the closest link between operative and "Accepted~
Freemasonry.

CHEARECLRR LR ER N ELRERE L THELEN

And now we are back to Llias Asamole in 1646 - which is where
we canre in.
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YROVINOIAL GRAND uLODSE

One of the functions of irend Lodges wa to send out
instructors to monitor the mxk work of the Lodges both in London
and when travel permitted in those parts of the country known to
contain Lodges. N g/

It seems that the Officer we know as th: Provincial &
Magter evolved from the Ritual Zontrollers of the 18th.3entur§
They came from both the Antient and Modern iJrand Lod?es. e
told that they were permnitted to reward those who deserv t,with

Provincial rank - I understand tiat this prlv:Lle 3 T67 .

llost of the Provincial historians T ha%d ref &t

pained surprise to the Provincial Grand llasters of ose

It seems that they very seldom did what they o do

that is to visit Lodzes,and it appears that &_{ few& held a

“rovincial Grani Lodge or conferred Tro %‘M p
e

also that no one in either of the Gran %
to do anything of the sort in spite

It scems
ex_ ected them

8 T
tliem permission

so to act.

The most Grand Lolge a& @-equired was for them
to issue warrants for new Loiz unti ¥y were prevented fron
doinz so by the "Unlawful oo epies 6" 1799 -and to visit
grand Lodge whenever they ta p ne: e in London,perheps for

Parlisment or their ov sinesg,or Waybe to give warning of any
spurious llasons or L b in t; part of the country.
he 13?:11:111")' was the aze os sinecures, and
I suppose tha os€ ear @ 'swere not to blame for nezglecting
duties the Kﬂ i . If anyone supposed th t they had
any this w xave qqult a stranze new idea.

\ ir W vavagour Bt. ol Yorksiaire when invited to

Q 1 with a charmini; letter to the eff .t that
ork attacied to the appointment, ie had not the

it e
; tost o| ion to resigning,since he had always known that he
@ ot ?\/a hold the office,

< ) One has the impression that any peer baronet or i.P.
who was invited to dine with Granil Lolze was ap to be made a TPGM

resiz

0'}

irrespective of whether there were any Lodzes workin: in his part
of the wor 1 or not.

The most absurd instance was our own Provincial
Grand llastsr appointe in 1753 by t.e Jloderns 3rand Lodge,
Heappears in [he Year Jook and indeed in all tiie records as " Sir
Robert de Cornwall "I, 3oth t .e "3ir" and the "de" were phoney.

Iis father a Viece sdairal had been offered a varouctey but had
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refused it ," not liking the expense in the way of fces " S
Robert reckoned -uct he had been cheated out of his dignity and
dubbed himself knight. lle also called himself "de Cornwall" as
it appears some of his Corn ish ancestors i1ad done in the iiddle
Ages.

Omr Province at that time consisted not only of Worcs
but of Flos,shropshire,iionmouth and Norti Wales end in all that
he had only taree Lodzes under his jurisdiction, and only one \
those wasg in wWorcestershire, That one had been constituted ‘1:ic

Talbot in sStourbridze twent years earlier in 1733 - it w sed
in1769.

He was not & very diligent I'Gil neither @ ve
popular,indeed a dinute in a starfordsaire Lodge tains
marginal note wilc.: says "V/e take no notice of Taa\;>p te

ze o}

refers to an enquiry irom urand Lodze Writte ll&& t

enquire whetier thoir Pull was alive or not.

Both ilarmonic Lodze now 27 a do e Lodge 280
were constituted in the period of hisp&@D)ic:z,bud hd does not appeear
to have officiated at eitaesr conse &on,an' n prears to have
vabisned from the scene at asou §2§'

Johm Dent LP [}
succeeded him and represent

He live . at Sudeley uastl< wa,

tiae

necast nd afterwards for Poole

tqéi’; alone in 1792.
Naertner in Childs Bank in Tenple

ce

Bar in London,. 1t can have en likely that such a man would
perform any lasonic s in Province. ln fact nis only claim
to fame seeus to D at ne duced the 2ill to licence dogs.
are 4 t the appoiitment of a Provincial
trand liaster CTON ive of % e srand lMaster. .e must
consider tj e lester:s who made these appointments had no

idea wieet ally nemessary or not,and L am sure that
if th present rrovincial urend Laster were to have

eq% cri & them they would nave replied that no one would

t Job.
lLowever Provinecial srand Lodzes zrew without

enefit 01 & ‘rovincial irand laster,and it appears likely tlhat
some oI tne Rirua. Controllers appeared as Provincial Werdens,botu
in York and later in Chester. We are told that they wore red and
blue aprons,im copied no doudt from tue /ardens oi Grand Lodge -
the /loderns :rand Lodze,and I t.iinik it quite Licely that tuais
rejalia a pealed to Lret ren in other Provinces wiao nad to have
them too,and tuat taey foraisd the nucleus ol tne early Provincial
Grand Lodges,for obv.ou:sly the distinction was coveted,and somehow
an excuse had to ve iouni for them to be worn. 30 I suppose you X
could :onclude that Provincial irand Lodz. ;rew from an apron rathcr
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than from a liaster.
Tavose eariy rum's wuao were overcone eitv.erby idieness

or the complecities ui wuelr ofiice caunot uave aad,or aaybe

canunov have taken,expert advice,wulcn rortunately is availablie To

every nolaer or the oifice today. The tireless and tactfur <tforfles

of thaeir veputy and Assistants,to say notaing o:i their Provin \

Secretaries geep their C.ief up to tae mark,try 1o prevent ﬁ

getoing 1nti trouble - or 3et him out or i¢ ir he does. 6
1 doubt iz they ever wilil be reworded!. @6




